
St John the Baptist, Aldenham 
Sunday 5th July 2026 

The Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

10:30am Holy Communion (BCP) — 6:30pm Evensong 

Collect  

Almighty and everlasting God, 

by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church 

is governed and sanctified: 

hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, 

that in our vocation and ministry 

we may serve you in holiness and truth 

to the glory of your name; 

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

10:30am HOLY COMMUNION (BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER) 

Also to be broadcast live or to catch up with on this link: 

https://youtube.com/live/yO7qPBVo1vo?feature=share 

Please use the white Holy Communion books to follow and join in the liturgy. 

Opening Hymn:  NEP  650 The Kingdom is upon you 

First Reading:  Romans 7:15-25a, read by Bella Frankish 

15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the 

very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is 

good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18 For 

I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is 

right, but I cannot do it. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not 

want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but 

sin that dwells within me. 

21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 

hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my 

members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the 

law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue 

me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 



Gradual Hymn: NEP 628  And didst thou travel light, dear Lord? 

Gospel:  Matthew 11:16-19,25-30,  read by the Vicar 

Jesus said,  

16 ‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 

market-places and calling to one another, 

17 “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

    we wailed, and you did not mourn.” 

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a 

demon”; 19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a 

glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is 

vindicated by her deeds.’ 

25 At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 

because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and 

have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious 

will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows 

the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 

anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

28 ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 

give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and 

my burden is light.’ 

Creed (p5) 

Sermon by John Hayes 

Offertory Hymn:  NEP 647 Will you come and follow me? 

Communion Hymn:  NEP 638 In heav’nly love abiding 

Closing Hymn:  NEP 613 Christ triumphant, ever reigning 

You are invited to remain in the Church for coffee after the service. 

6:30pm EVENSONG 

Opening Hymn: NEH 6  Hark the glad sound, the Saviour comes 

General Confession / Absolution (p18) 

Lord’s Prayer / Preces and Responses 

Psalm 145:  (p532)  

OT Lesson:  2 Samuel 2:1-11;3:1 read by Jill Gillam 



Magnificat (p19) 

NT Lesson:  Luke 18:31-19:10  read by Martin Jeens  

Nunc Dimittis (p21) 

Creed (p22) 

Lesser Litany and Responses 

Collect for the Day, Second and Third Collect 

Address: Rev John Castle 

Second Hymn: NEH 415  O for a thousand tongues to sing (t.346 Richmond) 

Prayers 

Closing Hymn: NEH 253 The duteous day now closeth 

Blessing  

 

PRAYER LIST 

Please pray for: Fiona McGuiness, Isla Hart, Natalia, Rostislav Myslov, Lucy 

Haslar, and John Chapman.  

(Do let us know if there is someone to remember here – with their permission) 

 

NOTICES  

Next Sunday: 10:30am Family Communion  6.30 pm Evensong   

Children’s Church is held on the first Sunday of every month at the 10.30 service.  

Loving our neighbours as ourselves 

In addition to the existing suffering caused by wars in Ukraine, the Middle East 

and Sudan, we now have two other disasters that need our help, and two 

Christian relief and development charities who are responding. Please consider 

making online donations to show love to neighbours in far-off places: 

Venezuela Earthquake appeal: World Vision are asking for our help in 

association with the Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC): 

https://www.worldvision.org.uk/emergencies/venezuela-earthquake-

appeal/#donate 

Ebola crisis in D.R. Congo and Uganda: We can play our part in relieving the 

suffering of others by supporting Tearfund’s Ebola Crisis Appeal:  

https://www.tearfund.org/campaigns/ebola-crisis-appeal 



Coffee Concert 4th July: Many thanks to all who helped with refreshments and 

welcome at this concert. You can watch it live or after the event at: 

 https://youtube.com/live/DikyLqRV73Y?feature=share 

Sunday 5th July: Shenley Village Fete 

12.00 noon to 4.45pm, at Harris Lane Playing 

Field: an afternoon full of stalls, games, local 

groups, and plenty of community spirit. Our 

friends at St Martin's Church, Shenley, are holding 

a Cake Stall, so if you can go, please say hello to 

them and pick up a slice of something homemade. 

Churches Together in Radlett and Aldenham 

Hamper Scheme are looking for helpers and 

donations to continue this valuable work 

supporting vulnerable local families in school 

holidays.  To help with packing or distribution, 

please contact Cath Parkinson on 07766 750453 or 

cmparkinson60@gmail.com  

To donate money: 

Account name: Churches Together In Radlett & 

Aldenham  

Account number:  00816213 Sort Code: 20-74-09  

Parking for the Morning 

Service is available at the 

Social Club Car Park. Kindly 

reserve spaces immediately 

outside the church for those 

with limited mobility. 

Pastoral Care: If you require 

support or assistance at any 

time, please contact Sue 

Barnard or Jackie Wilson — 

either in person on Sunday, 

via the website contact box, 

or by calling Jackie at 07949 

587828. 

The vicar, Rev John Castle will 

be pleased to visit anyone by 

request at a mutually 

convenient time. His usual 

working days are Sunday, 

Tuesday and Saturday.  Tel: 

01923 723864  Email: 

vicar@aldenhamchurch.com 

General questions or queries - 

info@aldenhamchurch.com  

More information and diary - 

www.aldenhamchurch.com 

Donations – through the 

website at 

www.aldenhamchurch.com/ 

donations or via BACS to 

Barclays a/c no. 90100668 

sort code 20-74-09 St. John 

the Baptist, Aldenham Parish 

Church 

Bringing back the Bible Study group 

I’m considering re-starting a regular meeting 

for those who’d like to study the Bible 

together, and would like to see who might be 

interested, and how and when we might hold 

this.  Here are my questions: 

•  In person or online (probably Zoom)? 

•  Morning, afternoon or evening? 

•  Which day of the week? 

•  What? – for example, discussion of 

Sunday’s sermon, a book of the Bible, or a 

series of current topics from a biblical 

point of view 

Write me a note or send me an e-mail with 

your thoughts.          Rev John Castle 


