
St John the Baptist, Aldenham 
Sunday 26th July 2026 

The Eighth Sunday after Trinity 

10:30am Holy Communion (CW) — 6:30pm Evensong 

Collect for the Feast of the Birth of St John the Baptist 

Lord God, 

your Son left the riches of heaven 

and became poor for our sake: 

when we prosper save us from pride, 

when we are needy save us from despair, 

that we may trust in you alone; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

10:30am HOLY COMMUNION (COMMON WORSHIP) 

Also to be broadcast live or to catch up with on this link: 

https://youtube.com/live/CyrAf_-w8fk?feature=share 

Please use the red Holy Communion books to follow and join in the liturgy. Music 

for the sung parts is on the St Thomas Mass cards. *below: sung response. 

Opening Hymn:  NEH 275 Ye holy angels bright 

First Reading: Romans 8:26-39  read by Valerie Turner 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray 

as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 
27 And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 

because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who 

are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also 

predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be 

the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also 

called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified 

he also glorified. 

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against 

us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he 

not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against 

God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who 



died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 

intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, 

or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is 

written, 

‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 

things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Gradual Hymn: NEH 333  All my hope on God is founded 

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 read by the Vicar 

*Acclamation: Glory to you, O Lord! 

31 He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a 

mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; 32 it is the smallest of all 

the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a 

tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.’ 

33 He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 

woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was 

leavened.’ […] 

44 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone 

found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 

field. 

45 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on 

finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

47 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 

caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and 

put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the 

age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and 

throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth. 

51 ‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ 52 And he said to them, 

‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like 

the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what 

is old.’  



*Accl.: Praise to you, O Christ! 

Sermon by Rev John Castle 

Creed (p4) 

Prayers of Intercession led by George Castle 

Offertory Hymn:  NEH 339  Be thou my vision 

Eucharistic Prayer (p9)  

Communion Hymn:  NEH 298  May the grace of Christ our Saviour 

Closing Hymn:  NEH 440 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

Blessing / *Dismissal  

You are invited to remain in the Church for coffee after the service. 

6:30pm EVENSONG 

Opening Hymn: NEP 644  O God beyond all praising 

General Confession / Absolution (p18) 

Lord’s Prayer / Preces and Responses 

Psalm 146  (p533)  

OT Lesson:  1 Kings 6:11-14,23-28  read by Sue Barnard 

Magnificat (p19) 

NT Lesson:  Acts 12:1-17  read by George Castle 

Nunc Dimittis (p21) 

Creed (p22) 

Lesser Litany and Responses 

Collect for the Day, Second and Third Collect 

Address: Rev John Castle 

Second Hymn: NEP 631 Christ the prisoner, Christ the Victim 

Prayers 

Closing Hymn: NEP 626  Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 

Blessing  

 

PRAYER LIST 

Please pray for: Alan Lambert, Fiona McGuiness, Isla Hart, Natalia, Rostislav 

Myslov, Lucy Haslar, and John Chapman.  

(Do let us know if there is someone to remember here – with their permission) 



NOTICES  

Next Sunday: 10:30am Holy Communion (BCP 1662);  6.30 pm Evensong   

Children’s Church is held on the first Sunday of every month at the 10.30 service.  

 

Bible Study Group – starting on Wednesday 5th August! 

This will now be happening once a fortnight on Wednesday 

afternoons, from 2pm to 3.30 pm, in the Parish room, starting 

on 5th August. All are welcome. No previous knowledge 

required. We’ll begin with the Gospel of Mark.  Please bring 

your bible, notebook and a pen if you’d like to take notes! 

Contemplative Prayer Group – next meeting Tuesday 11th August at 2pm. 

For information on how to access this on Zoom, and on the residential Retreat 

in September, please pick up the separate flyer at the back of church. 

Monthly Prayer meeting 

The purpose of this meeting will be to pray for the work of this 

church, for the local community (including any individuals) and the 

wider world. We will trial this on the first Friday of the month 

(starting on 7th August), from 6.45 to 7.15 pm in the Lady Chapel. 

Please let me know if another time would work better for you.  No one will be 

expected to pray aloud, although those who wish to may do so.  

Next Coffee/Concert 

PLEASE NOTE that the next in our series of Coffee/Concerts will be on 

Saturday August 8th and will feature musicians from the English Camerata 

Summer Course.  There is no concert on Saturday 1st. 

You can find the programme of concerts for the rest of the year at 

https://aldenhamchurch.com/news/  

Parking for the Morning Service is available at the Social Club Car Park. Kindly 

reserve spaces immediately outside the church for those with limited mobility. 

Pastoral Care: If you require support or assistance at any time, please contact 

Sue Barnard or Jackie Wilson 07949 587828 or via the website contact box. 

The vicar, Rev John Castle will be pleased to visit anyone by request at a 

mutually convenient time. His usual working days are Sunday, Tuesday and 

Saturday.  Tel: 01923 723864  Email: vicar@aldenhamchurch.com 


