St John the Baptist, Aldenham

Sunday 23" August 2026
The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

10:30am Holy Communion (CW) — 6:30pm Evensong
Collect

God of constant mercy,

who sent your Son to save us:
remind us of your goodness,
increase your grace within us,
that our thankfulness may grow,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

10:30am HOLY COMMUNION (COMMON WORSHIP)

Also to be broadcast live or to catch up with on this link:
https://youtube.com/live/N9cwVyiMdHs?feature=share

Please use the red Holy Communion books to follow and join in the liturgy.
Opening Hymn: NEH 297 Lord Jesus Christ (Living Lord)

Collect

First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6 read by George Castle

Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn and to the quarry
from which you were dug.
2 Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when | called him, but | blessed him and made him many.
3 For the LorD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song.
4 Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me and my justice for a light to the peoples.
> | will bring near my deliverance swiftly; my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope.



6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look at the earth beneath,

for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats,

but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended.

Gradual Hymn: NEH 179 Saints of God! (St Bartholomew)
Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 read by the Vicar
*Acclamation: Glory to you, O Lord!

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” * And they said, “Some say John
the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
15>He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” ®Simon Peter answered,
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 7 And Jesus answered him,
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this
to you but my Father in heaven. 2 And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock |
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. ° | will give
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.

*Accl.: Praise to you, O Christ!
Sermon by Rev John Castle - A declaration of faith
Creed (p4)
Prayers of Intercession led by Mark Jones
Offertory Hymn: NEH 239 Lord of all hopefulness
Eucharistic Prayer (p11)
Communion Hymn: NEH 341 Blest are the pure in heart
Closing Hymn: NEH 495 God is working his purpose out
Blessing / *Dismissal

You are invited to remain in the Church for coffee after the service.

6:30pm EVENSONG

Opening Hymn: NEH 336 Angel voices ever singing
General Confession / Absolution (p18)
Lord’s Prayer / Preces and Responses



Psalm 34:1-10 (p385)

OT Lesson: 2 Kings 6:8-23 read by Sue Barnard
Magnificat (p19)

NT Lesson: Acts 17:15-34 read by George Castle
Nunc Dimittis (p21)

Creed (p22)

Lesser Litany and Responses

Collect for the Day, Second and Third Collect
Address: Rev John Castle — Angels all around
Second Hymn: NEH 475 Ye holy angels bright
Prayers

Closing Hymn: NEH 478 Ye watchers and ye holy ones
Blessing

PRAYER LIST

Please pray for: Fiona McGuiness, Isla Hart, Natalia, Rostislav Myslov, Lucy
Haslar, and John Chapman.
(Do let us know if there is someone to remember here — with their permission)

NOTICES
Next Sunday: 10:30am Matins (BCP 1662) 6.30 pm Evensong

Coffee Concerts — Please note: we won’t be having one in September.

Coming up in September:

11th-13t gnd 18t-20t
September, with Preview evening
on Thursday 10% September,
6.30-9.00 pm.

Please see separate poster for full
details.

PCC Secretary wanted! We are still looking for a volunteer! This is not an
onerous role. It involves attending 4 or 5 meetings a year, taking and
distributing the minutes, dealing with any communications and helping with
some of the paperwork for the annual APCM/AGM in April/May. You’ll need
good organisational and basic IT skills, and strict confidentiality. More
information from Mark Jones, Ken Haslar, Rev John Castle or Linda Lambert.




A look at Christianity,
spirituality and life

Would you like to explore questions like:

¢ Is there a God?

e Who is Jesus?

e What is a Christian?

¢ How can Christianity help us make sense of life?

This short course of 6 sessions includes:

e short video programmes

e discussion

e a chance to ask questions and share your own
thoughts and experiences.

It’s being run by St John the Baptist Church, Aldenham, on
Tuesday evenings at 8pm from 8" September. We're
running it on Zoom so you don't have to get out of the house
or find a babysitter! The sessions will finish at 9.30pm.

You don't have to be a convinced believer - just open-minded.
Suitable for anyone who'd like to get to grips with the basics of
Christianity, including parents & godparents preparing for a
christening, or adults interested in baptism/confirmation.

Interested? contact Rev John Castle
vicar@aldenhamchurch.com or 01923 723864.

Pastoral Care: If you require support or assistance at any time, please contact

Sue Barnard or Jackie Wilson 07949 587828 or via the website contact box.

The vicar, Rev John Castle will be pleased to visit anyone by request at a
mutually convenient time. His usual working days are Sunday, Tuesday and
Saturday. Tel:01923 723864 Email: vicar@aldenhamchurch.com




