
St John the Baptist, Aldenham 
Sunday 2nd August 2026 

The Ninth Sunday after Trinity 

10:30am Holy Communion (BCP) — 6:30pm Evensong 

Collect  

Almighty God, 

who sent your Holy Spirit 

to be the life and light of your Church: 

open our hearts to the riches of your grace, 

that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 

in love and joy and peace; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

10:30am HOLY COMMUNION (BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER) 

Also to be broadcast live or to catch up with on this link: 

https://youtube.com/live/zzvvgzBpMS8?feature=share 

Please use the white Holy Communion books to follow and join in the liturgy. 

Opening Hymn:  NEH 427  O praise ye the Lord 

First Reading:  Isaiah 55:1-5, read by Ian or Jackie Wilson 

Ho, everyone who thirsts,  come to the waters; 

and you that have no money,  come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk  without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

    and your labour for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

    and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 

    listen, so that you may live. 

I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

    my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

    a leader and commander for the peoples. 



5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

    and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

    for he has glorified you. 

Gradual Hymn: NEH 376 I heard the voice of Jesus say 

Gospel:  Matthew 14:13-21,  read by the Vicar 

13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted 

place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from 

the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had 

compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples 

came to him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the 

crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.’ 
16 Jesus said to them, ‘They need not go away; you give them something to eat.’ 
17 They replied, ‘We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.’ 18 And he 

said, ‘Bring them here to me.’ 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the 

grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed 

and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them 

to the crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over 

of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were about five 

thousand men, besides women and children. 

Creed (p5) 

Sermon: The Feeding of the 5,000  - Rev John Castle 

Offertory Hymn:  Take my life, and let it be (separate sheet) 

Communion Hymn:  NEH 276 Bread of heaven 

Closing Hymn:  NEH 357  Father, hear the prayer we offer 

You are invited to remain in the Church for coffee after the service. 

6:30pm EVENSONG 

Opening Hymn:  NEH 419 O Holy Spirit, Lord of grace 

General Confession / Absolution (p18) 

Lord’s Prayer / Preces and Responses 

Psalm 15:  (p360)    

OT Lesson:  1 Kings 10:1-13  read by Jill Gillam 

Magnificat (p19) 

NT Lesson:  Acts 13:1-13  read by Martin Jeens  



Nunc Dimittis (p21) 

Creed (p22) 

Lesser Litany and Responses 

Collect for the Day, Second and Third Collect 

Address: “Sent by the Spirit” - Rev John Castle 

Second Hymn: NEH 392  Lead, kindly light 

Prayers 

Closing Hymn: NEH 137  Come down, o Love Divine 

Blessing  

 

PRAYER LIST 

Please pray for: Alan Lambert, Fiona McGuiness, Isla Hart, Natalia, Rostislav 

Myslov, Lucy Haslar, and John Chapman.  

(Do let us know if there is someone to remember here – with their permission) 

 

NOTICES  

Next Sunday: 10:30am Family Communion  6.30 pm Evensong   

This Saturday: 

Coffee and cake from 10.30, concert starts 11.30, ends approx 12.30. 

Instrumentalists from the English Camerata Summer Course will present a 

“mostly Mozart” concert, featuring masterpieces for string trio, flute quartet, 

violin and viola, performed with energy and talent. 

Entry free, donations welcome!  You can find the programme of concerts for 

the rest of the year at https://aldenhamchurch.com/news/  



This Friday, 7th August: Monthly Prayer meeting, 6.45 – 7.15 pm in 

the Lady Chapel.  We’ll be praying for the work of this church, for the 

local community (including any individuals) and the wider world. All 

welcome. Feel free to sit and listen - no one will be expected to pray 

aloud, although those who wish to may do so. 

 

Bible Study Group – starting on Wednesday 12th August! 

This will now be happening once a fortnight on Wednesday 

afternoons, from 2pm to 3.30 pm, in the Lady Chapel, starting 

on 12th (not 5th) August. All welcome. No previous knowledge 

required. We’ll begin with the Gospel of Mark.  Please bring 

your bible, notebook and a pen if you’d like to take notes! 

Contemplative Prayer Group – next meeting Tuesday 11th August at 2pm. 

For information on how to access this on Zoom, and on the residential Retreat 

in September, please pick up the separate flyer at the back of church. 

Art Festival 

This will be held on two weekends (Friday to Sunday 11th-13th and 18th-20th) in 

September.  This is a big undertaking, masterminded by Ken Haslar, who would 

be very grateful for practical help setting up. Whether you’ve helped before or 

are brand new, you’ll be warmly welcomed and kept busy — with plenty of tea 

and cake of course. If you can volunteer, please let us know. And yes — cake! If 

you’re able to provide cakes for the open days, we’d be very grateful. 

Ken will have his clipboard ready this Sunday morning to add you to the list, or 

you can email him of course: ken@aldenhamchurch.com. 

You can also help by publicising the Festival to your friends and on social media. 

For more information about the Art Festival do see the website at  

www.aldenhamartfestival.org.uk  

Parking for the Morning Service is available at the Social Club Car Park. Kindly 

reserve spaces immediately outside the church for those with limited mobility. 

Pastoral Care: If you require support or assistance at any time, please contact 

Sue Barnard or Jackie Wilson 07949 587828 or via the website contact box. 

The vicar, Rev John Castle will be pleased to visit anyone by request at a 

mutually convenient time. His usual working days are Sunday, Tuesday and 

Saturday.  Tel: 01923 723864  Email: vicar@aldenhamchurch.com 


