St John the Baptist, Aldenham

Sunday 13" September 2026
The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

10:30am Family Communion (CW) — 6:30pm Evensong
Collect

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit
upon your Church in the burning fire of your love:
grant that your people may be fervent

in the fellowship of the gospel

that, always abiding in you,

they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

10:30am FAMILY COMMUNION (COMMON WORSHIP)
Also to be broadcast live or to catch up with on this link:
https://youtube.com/live/RLTFfFWQ7sc?feature=share

Please use the white Holy Communion books to follow and join in the liturgy.

Opening Hymn: NEH 393 Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21, read by Esther Pedler

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, ‘What if Joseph still
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to
him?’ 16So they approached Joseph, saying, ‘Your father gave this instruction
before he died, 17 “Say to Joseph: | beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers
and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime
of the servants of the God of your father.’

Joseph wept when they spoke to him. ¥ Then his brothers also wept, fell down
before him, and said, ‘We are here as your slaves.” 1° But Joseph said to them, ‘Do
not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 2° Even though you intended to do harm
to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he
is doing today. 2! So have no fear; | myself will provide for you and your little ones.’
In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Gradual Hymn: NEH 66 Forgive our sins as we forgive



Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35, read by the Vicar

21Then Peter came and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if another member of the church
sins against me, how often should | forgive? As many as seven times?’ 22 Jesus
said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven times.

23 ‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 2 When he began the reckoning, one
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 2> and, as he could not
pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all
his possessions, and payment to be made. 2¢ So the slave fell on his knees before
him, saying, “Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” 2’ And out
of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.

8 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what
you owe.” 2 Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have
patience with me, and | will pay you.” 30But he refused; then he went and threw
him into prison until he should pay the debt.

31When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed,
and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his
lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! | forgave you all that
debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your
fellow-slave, as | had mercy on you?” 34 And in anger his lord handed him over
to be tortured until he should pay his entire debt. 3> So my heavenly Father will
also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from
your heart.’

Sermon by Rev John Castle — “Forgiveness”
Intercessions led by Mark Jones

Offertory Hymn: 391 King of glory, King of peace
Communion Hymn: NEH 383 Jesus, lover of my soul

Closing Hymn: NEH 461 There's a wideness in God's mercy

You are invited to remain in the Church for coffee or tea after the service.

PRAYER LIST Please pray for: the family and friends of Valerie Helbrough
(funeral 3" September); Fiona McGuiness, Isla Hart, Natalia, Rostislav Myslov,
Lucy Haslar, and John Chapman; Mia and Michael Walters who were married
on 5t September. (Do let us know if there is someone to remember here — with
their permission)




6:30pm EVENSONG

Opening Hymn: (sheet)
Take my life and let it be Creed (p22)
Confession / Absolution (p18) Lesser Litany and Responses
Lord’s Prayer / Preces and Responses | Collects
Psalm: 84 (p453) Address: Rev John Castle
OT Lesson: Ezekiel 20:1-8,33-44 Second Hymn: 367
read by Andrew Whittington Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost
Magnificat (p19) Prayers
NT Lesson: Acts 20:17-38 Closing Hymn: 252
read by Mark Bassett The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended
Nunc Dimittis (p21) Blessing
NOTICES

Next Sunday: 10:30 am Matins (BCP); 6.30 pm Evensong
Children’s Church is held on the first Sunday of every month at the 10.30 service.

Bible Study meeting this Wednesday, 16" September, 2.00-3.30 pm — all are
welcome, whether or not you’ve been to one of these before. We’ll be continuing
to study Mark’s Gospel. Future dates: 7t & 14t October (Not 30" Sept).

Screening of 'People's Emergency Briefing'

St Martin’s, Shenley, are hosting a screening of this important 50-minute
documentary about the climate crisis on Wednesday 30th September, 7.30pm.

Based on the National Emergency Briefing in Westminster (featured by ITV,
Channel 4 and The Times), the film brings together nine leading UK scientists
and experts with the latest evidence and why it matters for things like: extreme
weather, food security, health and the cost of living.

After the film there will be an open and informal discussion about what it means
for our community and what we can do locally.

Bring a friend, neighbour or family member (though please note that the film is
not recommended for under-16s). Admission is free. Please share transport if
possible — parking around the church is limited.

Refreshments are free and served from 7.30pm. Meeting will end by 9.30pm.

For further details, please email Rev Sarah on shenleyvicar@outlook.com




Harvest: We'll be celebrating this on Sunday 11t October with an All-age non-
eucharistic service, followed by lunch at the Golf Club. More details next week.

Keeping the church open for visitors

We are looking for volunteers to help keep the church open on Saturdays
between 10 - 4 on Saturdays, and between 12 - 6 on Sundays, beginning after
the Art Festival. Please sign up on the sheet to indicate when you could cover.

Don’t miss the Art Festival! And please publicise with flyers, social media or
Word of mouth! Promoted in association WIth Aldenham Golf and Country Club
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at ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH

Church Lane, Aldenham, WD25 8BE (Near Radlett, Bushey and Watford)

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
11th-13th & 18th-20th September 2026

Friday and Saturday 10.00am - 5pm, Sun 12 noon - 4.00pm

Entry by voluntary donation, cakes and refreshments available.

~ Thursday 10th September, 6:30 - 9.00pm
Sparkling Wine, Wine & Soft Drinks
Served with nibbles
suggested minimum voluntary donation of £5 per adult.
A stunning collection of over 550 original, contemporary

and traditional works of art to browse and buy at affordable prices.
Get great art and help preserve the fabric of this ancient building.

www.aldenhamartfestival.org.uk




