St John the Baptist, Aldenham

Sunday 20™ September 2026

The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
10:30am Matins — 6:30pm Evensong

Collect of the Day
O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers
of your people who call upon you;
and grant that they may both perceive and know
what things they ought to do,
and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

10:30am Matins
Also to be broadcast live or to catch up with on this link:
https://youtube.com/live/fGafbYHALSE ?feature=share

Page numbers are for the Book of Common Prayer
Opening Hymn: NEH 471 We love the place, O Lord
Sentences of Scripture (pp1-2)

Confession (p3)

Collect for Absolution

Lord’s Prayer

Preces and Responses

Venite

Psalm: 24 (p373)

First Lesson:Jonah 3:10-4:11, read by Jackie Wilson
0When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their

evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would
bring upon them; and he did not do it.



4 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the
Lord and said, ‘O Lord! Is not this what | said while | was still in my own country?
That is why | fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for | knew that you are a gracious
God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to
relent from punishing. 3And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is
better for me to die than to live.” #And the Lord said, ‘Is it right for you to be
angry?’ °>Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made
a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would
become of the city.

®The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade
over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about
the bush. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that
attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry
east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and
asked that he might die. He said, ‘It is better for me to die than to live.’

?But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he
said, ‘Yes, angry enough to die.” 1°Then the Lord said, ‘You are concerned about
the bush, for which you did not labour and which you did not grow; it came into
being in a night and perished in a night. * And should | not be concerned about
Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty
thousand people who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many
animals?’

Instead of the Te Deum: God, we praise You; God, we bless You (separate sheet)
Second Lesson: Matthew 20:1-16, read by Linda Lambert

‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. ? After agreeing with the labourers
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; “and he
said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is
right.” So they went. > When he went out again about noon and about three
o’clock, he did the same. ® And about five o’clock he went out and found others
standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?”
’They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go
into the vineyard.” @ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last
and then going to the first.” ° When those hired about five o’clock came, each of
them received the usual daily wage. 1 Now when the first came, they thought



they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage.
11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying,
“These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who
have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 13 But he replied to
one of them, “Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for
the usual daily wage? 4 Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to
this last the same as | give to you. > Am | not allowed to do what | choose with
what belongs to me? Or are you envious because | am generous?” ¢ So the last
will be first, and the first will be last.’

Benedictus (p10), Creed (p11), Lesser Litany and Responses, Collects

Intercessions led by Jill Gillam

Hymn: NEH 353 Dear Lord and Father of mankind
Sermon by John Hayes (Reader) — “It’s not fair”
Final Hymn: NEH 453 Stand up, stand up for Jesus
Closing Prayer

You are invited to remain in the Church for coffee or tea after the service.

6:30pm EVENSONG

Opening Hymn: 414 Creed (p22)

O for a closer walk with God Lesser Litany and Responses
Confession / Absolution (p18) Collects

Lord’s Prayer / Preces and Responses | Address: Mark Jones
Psalm: 25 (p373) “Paul’s Testimony”
OT Lesson: Ezekiel 33:23, 30-34:10 Second Hymn: 337
read by Sue Barnard As pants the hart
Magnificat (p19) Prayers

NT Lesson: Acts 26:1,9-25 Closing Hymn: 248
read by Martin Jeens O Strength and Stay
Nunc Dimittis (p21) Blessing

PRAYER LIST Please pray for: the family and friends of Valerie Helbrough
(funeral 3" September); Fiona McGuiness, Isla Hart, Natalia, Rostislav Myslov,
Lucy Haslar, and John Chapman; Mia and Michael Walters who were married

on 5t September. (Do let us know if there is someone to remember here — with
their permission)




NOTICES
Next Sunday: 10:30 am Holy Communion (CW); 6.30 pm Evensong

Screening of 'People's Emergency Briefing'

With everything else occupying the news at the moment, it’s tempting to forget
about the climate crisis and think it’s not that urgent. This 50-minute
documentary will disabuse you of that misconception! St Martin’s, Shenley are
showing it on Wednesday 30th September, 7.30pm.

Based on the National Emergency Briefing in Westminster, the film features
nine leading UK scientists and experts explaining the implications for extreme
weather, food security, health, the cost of living — as well as grounds for hope.

After the film there will be an open and informal discussion about what it means
for our community and what we can do locally.

Bring a friend, neighbour or family member (though please note that the film is
not recommended for under-16s). Admission is free. Please share transport if
possible — parking around the church is limited.

Refreshments are free and served from 7.30pm. Meeting will end by 9.30pm.

For further details, please email Rev Sarah on shenleyvicar@outlook.com

Harvest: We'll be celebrating this on Sunday 11" October with an All-age non-
eucharistic service, followed by lunch at the Golf Club. We’ll be collecting food
for the Borehamwood Foodbank. Please bring only the following items:

Urgently needed Also needed

Rice (500g/1kg bags) | Tinned Fruit Jams, Peanut Tinned Tomatoes
Tinned Carrots Tinned Custard Butter, Honey | Cereals

Crisps Coffee UHT Milk (11) Tinned Peas
Tinned Rice Pudding | Cooking Sauces Porridge Tinned

Tinned Hotdogs (Jars) Biscuits Sweetcorn
Tinned Meatballs Tinned Fish Spaghetti Hoops | Tinned Potatoes
Tinned Meat 1 Itr Carton Juice | Teabags Savoury Biscuits

Heritage Open Days — Saturday 26" and Sunday 27" September

To allow people to visit our historic building, we need volunteers to sign up to
welcome people this Saturday 26 Sept between 10-4, and between 12—-4 on
Sunday 27t™. Please sign up on the sheet to indicate when you could cover.

Aldenham Art Festival Congratulations and thanks to Ken Haslar and everyone
who helped to put on the Festival, stewarding, providing refreshments, etc.




