St John the Baptist, Aldenham
Sunday 27™ September 2026

The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
10:30am Holy Communion (CW) — 6:30pm Evensong
Collect

Almighty God,

you have made us for yourself,

and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you:
pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself,
and so bring us at last to your heavenly city

where we shall see you face to face;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

10:30am HOLY COMMUNION (COMMON WORSHIP)

Also to be broadcast live or to catch up with on this link:
https://youtube.com/live/t8F6GEdOKKc?feature=share

Please use the red Holy Communion books to follow and join in the liturgy.
Opening Hymn: 473 (verses 1,5-8) When morning gilds the skies

Collect

First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 read by Bob Clark

12The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this
proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, and
the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3 As | live, says the Lord God, this proverb
shall no more be used by you in Israel. * Know that all lives are mine; the life of
the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins
that shall die...

2>Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away
from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the
iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn
away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and
right, they shall save their life. 22 Because they considered and turned away from



all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall
not die. 2° Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of
Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

30Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways,
says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise
iniquity will be your ruin. 3! Cast away from you all the transgressions that you
have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit!
Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For | have no pleasure in the death of
anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.

Gradual Hymn: 374 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 read by the Vicar
*Acclamation: Glory to you, O Lord!

23When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came
to him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these things, and
who gave you this authority?’ ?* Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if
you tell me the answer, then | will also tell you by what authority | do these things.
25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And they
argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did
you not believe him?” % But if we say, “Of human origin”, we are afraid of the crowd;
for all regard John as a prophet.” %’ So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.” And he
said to them, ‘Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things.

28 \What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and
work in the vineyard today.” ?* He answered, “l will not”; but later he changed his mind
and went. *°The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, “I go,
sir”; but he did not go. ** Which of the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The
first.” Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are
going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 3*For John came to you in the way of
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes
believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe
him.

*Accl.: Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon by Rev John Castle: “Obedience”

Creed (p4)

Prayers of Intercession led by Sue Barnard
Offertory Hymn: 456 Teach me, my God and King
Eucharistic Prayer (p11)

Communion Hymn: 305 Soul of my Saviour, sanctify my breast



Closing Hymn: 306 Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands
Blessing / *Dismissal
You are invited to remain in the Church for coffee after the service.
6:30pm EVENSONG

Opening Hymn: 114 Creed (p22)

Now is eternal life Lesser Litany and Responses
Confession / Absolution (p18) Collects

Lord’s Prayer / Preces and Responses | Address: Rev John Castle
Psalm: 119:33-40 (p502) “Sticking to the truth”

OT Lesson: Ezekiel 37:15-28 Second Hymn: 370

read by Sue Barnard Help us, O Lord, to learn
Magnificat (p19) Prayers

NT Lesson: 1 John 2:22-28 end Closing Hymn: 379

read by In the Cross of Christ | glory
Nunc Dimittis (p21) Blessing

PRAYER LIST Please pray for: Fiona McGuiness, Isla Hart, Natalia, Rostislav
Myslov, Lucy Haslar, and John Chapman; Mia and Michael Walters who were
married on 5t September. (Do let us know if there is someone to remember here —
with their permission)

NOTICES
Next Sunday: 10:30am Holy Communion (BCP 1662) 6.30 pm Evensong
Children’s Church is held on the first Sunday of every month at the 10.30 service.

Screening of 'People's Emergency Briefing'

With everything else occupying the news at the moment, it’s tempting to forget
about the climate crisis and think it’s not that urgent. This 50-minute
documentary will disabuse you of that misconception! St Martin’s, Shenley are
showing it on Wednesday 30th September, 7.30pm. Admission is free.

The film features nine leading UK scientists and experts explaining the
implications for extreme weather, food security, health, the cost of living — as
well as grounds for hope. Afterwards there will be an open and informal
discussion about what it means for our community and what we can do locally.
Bring a friend, neighbour or family member (NB not recommended for under-



16s). Please share transport if possible — parking around the church is limited.
The meeting will end by 9.30pm. Contact: Rev Sarah shenleyvicar@outlook.com

Harvest: We'll be celebrating this on Sunday 11" October with an All-age non-
eucharistic service, followed by lunch at the Golf Club. We'll be collecting food
for the Borehamwood Foodbank. Please bring only the following items (NO
pasta or baked beans! And no fresh produce):

Urgently needed Also needed

Rice (500g/1kg bags) | Tinned Fruit Jams, Peanut Tinned Tomatoes
Tinned Carrots Tinned Custard Butter, Honey | Cereals

Crisps Coffee UHT Milk (11) Tinned Peas
Tinned Rice Pudding | Cooking Sauces Porridge Tinned

Tinned Hotdogs (Jars) Biscuits Sweetcorn
Tinned Meatballs Tinned Fish Spaghetti Hoops | Tinned Potatoes
Tinned Meat 1 Itr Carton Juice |Teabags Savoury Biscuits

Macmillan Coffee morning and concert, This Saturday, 3™ October
10.30 tea/coffee and cake, 11.30 concert (ends by 12.30).

Pupils from Merchant Taylors' School and musicians from Aldenham Church will
present a smorgasbord of musical delights on the trumpet, cornet, flugelhorn,
piano, organ, and voice. Featuring items by the French Baroque composer
Clérambault through to music by Bernstein and plenty in between, there is sure
to be something for everyone!

Free entry, donations requested, all of which will go to Macmillan!

An unexpected visitor (photo by Nick Lloyd)

The E ti
€ EVensong con.glfega on Pastoral Care: Please contact Sue
last Sunday were joined by

a female sparrowhawk Barnard or Jackie Wilson 07949
which flew back and fo’rth 587828 or via the website
ignoring open doors. Three | contact box. Rev John Castle, will

organisations were be pleased to visit anyone by
_ consulted for advice, and request. His usual working days
George Castle even obtained two dead are Sunday, Monday and
chicks as bait, but finally on Wednesday at Wednesday, but he can also visit
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